
Board of Supervisors
COVID-19 Update

March 29, 2022
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Agenda

• Data
• Vaccine Update
• Policy Update
• Communications Update
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Data
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Epidemic Data Key Points
• 5.4 cases per 100,000 residents per day
• 1.5% test positivity overall, 1.6% in HPI 1
• 9,000 reported lab tests per day
• 43 hospitalized, 4 ICU
• 254 deaths since January 1st
• Now in one of the calmest periods of the pandemic

Visit the COVID-19 dashboard for more data

1/17/22 CM report, COVID Dashboard

https://covid-19.acgov.org/data
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New Alameda County COVID-19 Cases by episode date

Includes City of Berkeley
Source: CalREDIE Data Distribution Portal download March 23, 2022
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Patients with COVID-19 Currently Hospitalized in Alameda County

Source: California Department of Public Health
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East Bay MUD COVID-19 Wastewater Surveillance Data

SARs-CoV2 Monitoring in Wastewater (covid-web.org)
accessed 3/28/22

https://data.covid-web.org/
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Daily Trends COVID-19 Cases Reported to CDC, past 5 months

US California

CDC COVID Data Tracker accessed 3/28/22

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#trends_dailycases
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https://covid19.who.int/ accessed 3/28/22

https://covid19.who.int/
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CDC COVID Data Tracker accessed 3/28/22

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#global-trends


11CDC COVID Data Tracker

US Estimated Variant Distribution 3/20-3/26/22

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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BA.2 Summary

• BA.2 impacting different countries in different ways
• Timing, prior case rates, vaccine, climate and behavior changes could all be factors

• No substantial evidence of rising cases in US or CA yet
• BA.2 already likely 60% or more of regional COVID-19 infections

• Spring wave due to BA.2 possible – timing and size not yet clear
• Policy considerations coming later
• If no BA.2 wave, should still plan for future surges
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Vaccine Update
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4th Dose Summary

• Some countries now offering 4th vaccine dose for older adults
• FDA VRBAC* to review vaccine data on 4th doses 4/6
• Expect to see CDC recommendations shortly if FDA authorizes 4th dose

• May be limited to certain populations

• Data on benefits of 4th dose still limited but
• Immunity wanes, even after booster
• Severe disease after vaccination seen in older or immune compromised people

• [Still waiting for vaccine authorizations for 0-4]

*Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee
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Policy Update
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Considerations for new masking requirements

• Short term measure to avert worst impacts
• Prepare to move earlier than new CDC framework
• Prepare to lift if limited local severity or with CDC framework as off-ramp

• Main decision inputs:
• Case rates, wastewater, outbreak reports
• Conditions in the County, highly impacted neighborhoods, nearby LHJs
• Degree of severity in local cases (if known)

• May see lower buy-in compared with prior waves



18

• Updating our overall COVID strategy to reflect changing pandemic 
conditions

• Preparing for future surges:
• How can we better distribute masks
• How can we better distribute test kits

• Improving treatment delivery
• Improving surveillance of hospitalized persons
• Explore changes in vaccine and booster strategy
• Changes in funding landscape

Other Policy Considerations
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FACT SHEET: Consequences of Lack of Funding for Efforts to Combat 
COVID-19 if Congress Does Not Act | The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/15/fact-sheet-consequences-of-lack-of-funding-for-efforts-to-combat-covid-19-if-congress-does-not-act/


20

Communications
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Wearing a Mask Indoors is Strongly Recommended 
Especially if You Answer “Yes” to Any of These Questions……..

• Over the age of  65 with a medical 
issue?

• Are you missing one or more of your 
COVID vaccine?

• Do you live/visit with people at risk of 
going to the hospital if the get COVID

• Are cases high where you live or 
where you are going? 

• Do you go to work or interact with 
the public regularly? 
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Free at-Home Test Kits Offered 

• The Biden administration releasing 
another round of at-home antigen 
test kits. https://www.covidtests.gov/

• Each household can order another 
two sets of four at-home test kits.

• The State of California is working with 
each County Office of Education to 
distribute test kits to students as they 
leave for spring break.

• Students are instructed to test prior 
to returning to school after spring 
break.

https://www.covidtests.gov/
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Protecting Yourself at Different Levels of Risk
Low Level

Limited impact on healthcare system, 
low levels of severe disease

Medium Level
Some impact on healthcare system, 

more people with severe disease

High Level
High potential for healthcare system 
strain; high level of severe disease

Get vaccinated, boosted Get vaccinated, boosted Get vaccinated, boosted

Get tested if sick Get tested if sick Get tested if sick

If at potential increased risk, 
talk to your healthcare provider 
about wearing a mask

Wear a mask in public indoor 
settings including schools

People may choose to mask at any time. People with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to 
someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


Vaccine Community Advisory Board
Second Tuesday at 5:30 PM (monthly)
https://covid-19.acgov.org/community-
advisory-group

Alameda County Health Care Services 
Agency Bi-Weekly COVID-19 Updates
Includes presentations & newsletters
https://covid-19.acgov.org/response

COVID-19 Website
Dashboard, Testing, Vaccines, and More
https://covid-19.acgov.org

@Dare2BWell

THANK YOU!

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

STAY INFORMED

https://covid-19.acgov.org/community-advisory-group
https://covid-19.acgov.org/response
https://covid-19.acgov.org/
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